Stingless Bees in New Guinea: Apidae, Meliponini (Hymenoptera)
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Austroplebeia

A. cincta (Mocsary, 1898)

The only New Guinea stingless bee with yellow maculations in the face and on the mesoscutum. Differs from Australian species, by weakly sculptured tegument and strong yellow maculations.

Papuatrigona

P. genalis (Friese, 1908)

Reddish stingless bee, some species of Platytrigona are also red, but Papuatrigona differs by having the inner surface of hind basitarsus without basal sericeous area, rather uniformly setose instead.

Platytrigona

P. atricornis (Smith, 1865)

P. keyensis (Friese, 1901)

P. flaviventris (Friese, 1908)

P. lamingtonia (Cockerell, 1929)

P. planifrons (Smith, 1865)

Bees are either shining black, red, or both. Most have the basal area of propodeum punctate and pubescent medially, although missing in some taxa.

Tetragonula

The carbonaria group [Mesopleuron and metapleuron densely and evenly covered with fine, short hairs]:

Tetragonula biroi (Friese, 1898)

The iridipennis group [Mesopleuron posteriorly sparsely haired, contrasting with rather densely haired anterior part; wing length less than 4 mm]:

T. clypearis (Friese, 1908)

The laeviceps group [Mesopleuron posteriorly sparsely haired, contrasting with rather densely haired anterior part; wing length more than 4 mm]:

T. sapiens (Cockerell, 1911)

Most commonly encountered stingless bees in New Guinea. Generally small, dark, with mesoscutal hairs in rows.
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